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ISO-OO TRSE-00 AF-10 ARA-14 EA-12 NEA-10 ABF-01 
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USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS ROME 6814 

FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OCON, WFP 

SUBJECT: WFP/CFA: OPENING DAYS 

1 . FIRST THREE DAYS OF CFA HAVE BEEN RELATIVELY UNEVENTFUL. 
GOMO-KUBA (CONGO) AND GRIFFIN (RELAND) ELECTED CHAIRMAN AND 
VICE-CHAIRMAN AS EXPECTED WITH FOUAD RADA OF EGYPT CHOSEN AS 
SECOND VICE-CHAIRMAN. 

2. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT HAS BEEN WELL RECEIVED. 

HIS ORAL STATEMENT DREW ON IT AND, IN ADDITION, INCLUDED HIS 
PROPOSAL THAT POLICY ISSUES IN FUTURE BE CONCENTRADED ON SPRING 
CFA WITH FALL CFA FOCUSSED ON PROJECTS AND POSSIBLE FINANCIAL 
OR ADMIN ISSUES AS NEEDED. THIS PROPOSAL HAS RECEIVED CONSIDE- 
RABLE SUPPORT AND NO OPPOSITION AND WILL BE ADDRESSED FURTHER 
UNDER ITEM 7. 

3. EXEC DIR S STATEMENTS AND REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS RE IEFR 
REPLENISHMENT, STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY DG, HAVE BEEN FULLY SUPPORTED 
BY LDCS. WE HAVE STRESSED IN OUR STATEMENT APRIL 10 ON 

ITEM 4 AND APRIL 12 ON ITEM 5 A THAT THIS ISSUE SHOULD BE FURTHER 
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EXAMINED IN CONNECTION WITH EMERGENCY OPERATIONS ITEM ON FALL 
CFA AGENDA AND HAVE DRAWN ATTENTION TO EMERGENCY FOOD AID PROPO- 
SALS WE MADE AT GENEVA IN CONNECTION WITH FOOD AID CNVENTION. 
DENMARK, AND CANADA HAVE SUPPORTED THIS TIMING. 

4. DG MADE FORCEFUL STATEMENT STRESSING SHORTFALL IN OVERALL FOOD 
AID FLOWS, SHORTFALL OF 160,000 TONS IN PLEDGES FOR SAHEL, SHOR 
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TFALL IN PLEDGES TO IEFR, AND SHORTAGE OF RICE IN FOOD BASKETS, 
ESPECIALLY IN VIEW LAOS AND VIETNAM EMERGENCIES. HE ALSO 
PROPOSED WFP REVIEWING ITS AUTHORITY TO HELP ESTABLISH FOOD 
SECURITY STOCKS AND INDICATED THAT COMBINED EFFORT OF WFP, 

FOOD SECURITY ASSISTANCE SCHEME.AND REDUCTION IN FOOD LOSSES 
PROGRAM BE MADE ON HIS PROBLEM (RELEV AN EXCERPTS SENT SEPTEL). 

5. COMMITTEE DECIDED NOT TO ALTER PRIORITY FOCUS ON LDC'S/MSA'S 
ALTHOUGH TRINIDAD AND MALTA SUGGESTED ISLAND DEVELOPING AND 
LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES SHOULD BE INCLUDED PER RELEVANT UN 
RESOLUTIONS. PROPOSAL TO USE IDA GROUP AS 

TARGET GROUP WON LITTLE SUPPORT. 

6. PROJECT REVIEW BEGAN IN SUB-COMMITTEE OF WHOLE (SCW) 

APRIL 11. GRIFFIN, IN CHAIR.MADE PLEA TO HOLD COMMENTS ON 
PROJECTS TO THOSE WHICH ARE SUBSTANTIVE. HE IS TRYING TO LIMIT 
INTERVENTION BY OBSERVERS UNTIL ALL MEMBERS HAVE SPOKEN. 
PARTICIPATION HAS BEEN MOST LETHARGIC AND CURSORY. OTHER IMPRO- 
VEMENTS SUGGESTED BY AD HOC WORKING GROUP UNDER SHEFRIN (CANADA) 
LAST WEEK NOT YET ADDRESSED AS ITEM 7 SCHEDULED FOR PLENARY ONLY 
APRIL 1 . VOGEL, AT END OF FIRST DAY OF SCW, COMMENTED AT U.S. 
RECEPTION, THAT HE FOUND PROCEDRES FRUSTRATING AND MEMBERS INTER 
VENTION DISAPPOINTING. HE FAVORED A PREVIEW OF PROJECTS BY A 
SMALL REPRESENTATIVE GROUP BUT SEEMD TO DESPAIR OF OVERCOMING 
POLITICAL OBSTACLES NOTED EARLIER BY AD HOC GROUP. 

BRITO (BRAZIL), IN HIS CURRENTLY SOLICITOUS MODE, HAS INFORMALLY 
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SUGGESTED IDEA OF HAVING CHIEF OF PROJECT MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
(WHO HAS ARRIVED APRIL 12 TO OBSERVE CFA) INVITE REGIONALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE GROUP TO FOCUS ON PROJECTS AS THEY NEAR 
COMPLETION SO 

THAT THEY WILL ARRIVE AT SCW ALREADY "PREVIEWED" TO SOME 
DEGREE. 

7. PLENARY BEGAN DISCUSSION OF ITEM 5A APRIL 12 AND PROCEED TO 
FULL DEBATE AFTER SHORT DISCUSSION OF WHETHER SIMPLY TO CHANNEL 
SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON PROPOSED FOOD AID POLICY GUIDELINES TO 

A WORKING GROUP. WE HAVE SUPPORTED FULL AND OPEN CFA DEBATE 
AND PRSENTED OUR COMMENTS IN ACCORDANCE POSITION PAPER EXPRESS- 
ING HOPE THAT CFA DRAFTING GROUP CAN FIND SOME AREAS OF CONSENSUS 
WHIC CAN BE PASSED TO WORLD FOOD COUNCIL AND THAT, WITH REGARD 
TO OTHER POINTS, THE CHAIRMAN WILL SUGGEST OTHER MEANS -SUCH 
AS INTERCESSIONAL WORKING GROUP -WHEREBY GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE 
DEBATE WILL BE DEVELOPED. THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT 
TO INCREASE "SHARE” OF FOOD AID MOVIG MULTILATERALLY (VS. U.S. 
SUGGESTION THAT AMOUNT BE INCREASED). GARDNER 
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